Kent & Essex IFCA Newsletter
Issue 30. May 2019

To lead, champion and manage a sustainable marine environment and inshore fisheries

COCKLE FISHERY MANAGEMENT
At the IFCA meeting on 21 May Members will
meet to discuss the management of the cockle
fishery in the
Kent & Essex district.
Click here for more information on the licenced cockle fishery
(TECFO) and here for
the permitted cockle
fishery

Management of English Inshore Marine
Protected
Areas by the
Inshore
Fisheries
and Conservation Authorities
(IFCAs)
IFCAs are at the
forefront of delivering the UK
Government’s
commitment to protect the marine environment and
the ecosystems it supports. Over 16,062km2 of sea area within IFCA districts is designated as a Marine Protected Area. For further information go to http://
www.association-ifca.org.uk/marine-protected-areas

Kent & Essex IFCA are pleased to promote the Port of
London Authority’s Cleaner Thames Campaign. For more
details on this campaign go to http://www.pla.co.uk/cleanerthames/

SOUTH EAST MARINE
PLAN
The MMO are developing a Marine
Plan for the UK including the South
East. Effective marine planning requires the development of marine plans that are usable. Workshops have
been held across the UK to establish how stakeholders
intended to use them effectively. At each workshop attendees were asked to consider two questions:
1.

What would help you understand how to use the
marine plan?

2.

What actions do you need to take in order to use
the plan effectively?

Results of these workshops and what will happen next
can be found at https://
marinedevelopments.blog.gov.uk/2019/04/05/marine-planningiteration-3-engagement-summary/

Do you sail or work in maritime industries, or
near a harbour? If you see anything unusual
about the location, time and how a vessel and
crew are operating, call 101 and quote

We are now on Twitter.
Follow us @KentEssexIFCA
Click to unsubscribe from this newsletter or send an e-mail to:
info@kentandessex-ifca.gov.uk with the subject UNSUBSCRIBE
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The Port of London Authority (PLA) manages the tidal Thames, including
the Estuary out to their seaward limit, a line drawn approximately from
Clacton to North Foreland. The PLA operates London Vessel Traffic
Services (London VTS) which monitors and manages vessel traffic by
Radar, AIS, CCTV and VHF. From the seaward limit to Southend, London
VTS operates on VHF Ch 69 and is contactable by telephone on +44(0)
1474 560311.
Following a number of recent incidents involving fishing vessels in the
Thames Estuary and the approaches, the PLA would like to advise fishing
vessel operators of Direction 13 (7) of the General Directions for Navigation
in the Port of London 2016 which states “When any vessel is engaged in, or
is to engage in, or has been engaged in fishing operations in the Thames,
the Harbourmaster, at the appropriate VTS Centre, is to be provided with a:
a) report of the vessel’s departure from its berth or mooring, or entry into
the Thames; and b) periodic update of the Master’s subsequent intentions
and movements whilst the vessel is proceeding to, from or engaged in
fishing operations inside port limits.”
Operators of fishing vessels are also advised that in narrow channels,
such as the Princes, Black Deep and Knock John channels, under Colregs
Rule 9 (c) they must not impede the passage of other vessels who can only
safely navigate in these channels. Additionally, the PLA requests that
fishing gear should not be laid in positions which could affect safe
navigation of other vessels, such as within a narrow channel or across the
entrance.
For further information and to access the PLA’s regulations and guidance,
please visit http://pla.co.uk/Safety

COMPLIANCE WITH KENT &
ESSEX BYELAWS
We have developed a
number of stickers and
information sheets that
can be used by both
commercial and recreational fishermen to check
they are landing sizeable
fish. If you would like one
of these free stickers/information sheets
then please ring us or email info@kentandessex-ifca.gov.uk and we will
be pleased to send them to you.
If you see anything that concerns you
regarding a fishing activity in our district
then ring us on 01843 585310

MEDWAY NO TAKE ZONE
The no-take zone in the River Medway covers
12.1 square kilometres (4.6 square miles) of
saltmarsh and mudflat environments that are
vitally important to a wide variety of fish
Click here for more information on the largest
no-take zone in the UK

Click to unsubscribe from this newsletter or send an e-mail to:
info@kentandessex-ifca.gov.uk with the subject UNSUBSCRIBE
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NATIVE OYSTERS
Click here for details of the work carried out by
the IFCA and other organisations to ensure
sustainable management of the Native Oyster in
its area

Defra, the Department of
Agriculture Environment and
Rural Affairs Northern Ireland,
the Scottish Government and the Welsh
Government are seeking views on the UK’s
updated assessment of the progress made
towards achieving Good Environmental Status for
UK Seas and the proposed objectives, targets
and indicators that will be used for the next 6
year cycle. For further information go to
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/marine/updated-ukmarine-strategy-part-one/

The Kent & Essex district
has a number of Marine
Protected Areas (MPAs)
which are areas where
species and habitats of national, European
and international importance are
protected. Natural England has provided
additional material to support
understanding of the evidence behind the
components of the Conservation Advice for
Marine Protected Areas. This can be found
at: https://
designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/

BREXIT
For up to date
advice on what to
do to prepare for
the UK leaving
Europe go to
https://
www.gov.uk/
guidance/exportlive-fish-and-shellfish-special-rules

If you have any concerns
about fishing activities in
your area we want to hear
from you.
Call us today on

We are now on Twitter.
Follow us @KentEssexIFCA

01843-585310

The next meeting of The Authority will take place on:

Tuesday 21 May 2019
at Council Chamber, Chelmsford City Council, Duke Street,
Chelmsford, Essex CM1 1JE at 10am
Among the items up for discussion are:
•

Byelaw update

•

Health & Safety Annual Review

•

Brexit update

Please click here to see our website for the full agenda and reports.

If you experience any problems with the links you will find all the material on our
website www.kentandessex-ifca.gov.uk
Click to unsubscribe from this newsletter or send an e-mail to:
info@kentandessex-ifca.gov.uk with the subject UNSUBSCRIBE

